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 I unexpectedly came across this poem after I wrote the commentary about Frost's 

longer poem "Mending Wall."  The same writer, but a very different take on an inanimate  

stone wall around which humans interact. 

 

 In "Mending Wall," the speaker feels compelled to meet his neighbor every spring 

to repair the stone wall dividing their properties.   The speaker thinks this annual ritual is 

futile because he sees that nature, as well as humans passing through, are going to 

continue damaging the wall.   But his neighbor insists that "Good fences make good 

neighbors." While questioning the rationale behind that proverb, the speaker nevertheless 

goes along with mending the wall, perhaps just to keep the peace. 

 

 "A Time to Talk" paints a quite different scene.   The speaker is out hoeing his 

land when "a friend" calls to him from the road "and slows his horse to a meaning walk," 

--  "meaning" he wants to stop to visit.   Aware of "all the hills I haven't hoed," and that 

he could just stand where he is and shout "What is it?," indicating that he wants to keep 

on working, the speaker chooses not to do that, not to offend his friend.  "No, not as 

there is a time to talk."  He "thrust[s]" his hoe in the ground, takes a break from 

working, and goes up "to the stone wall/For a friendly visit."    

 

 So simple.  It's significant that this short poem of 10 lines begins and ends with 

references to friendship.  The work is important, but it can wait.  The stone wall may 

physically separate the speaker from his friend, but no matter.  Human companionship is 

more important and crosses right over that barrier.    

 

 Although this poem was published in 1916, two years after "Mending Wall," it's 

possible that either one could have been written first.  It seems as if Frost was exploring 

different perspectives about walls.   I suspect the speaker in "Mending Wall" would have 

preferred to abandon the labor of repair and just have "a friendly visit" with his neighbor 

over the wall, as in "A Time to Talk."   

 

 These two poems remind me of some of the well-known, often quoted verses 

from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, in the Bible: "To everything there is a season, and a time for 

every purpose under heaven... A time to plant, and a time to uproot the planted.... A time 

to scatter stones and a time to gather stones... A time to be silent and a time to speak...."  

The poem's title strongly suggests that Frost had these verses in mind, too, when he wrote 

the poem.    

 

 Many of us have a lot of time these days.  Most of us probably at some point have 

brushed off a friend because we were too busy or rushed.  Ironically, now that we have 

"A Time to Talk," we can't do it face to face.   But many of us are finding other ways to 

"have a friendly visit," both by initiating one and being the appreciative recipient of one. 


