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Amy Tan was born in Oakland, California, in 1952, two and a half years after her parents 

immigrated from Mainland China to the United States.   She is the author of The Kitchen 

God's Wife and The Joy Luck Club, which was a finalist for the National Book Award 

and the National Book Critics Circle Award, and which was made into a film in 1993.  

She is also is the author of The Valley of Amazement, The Hundred Secret Senses, The 

Bonesetter's Daughter (later set as an opera), The Oppositeof Fate, Saving Fish from 

Drowning, and two children's books, The Moon Lady and Sagwathe Chinese Siamese 

Cat.  Her memoir, Where the Past Begins, was published in 2017. 

Nash Candelaria (1928 - 2016) has been called the "historical novelist of the Hispanic 

people of New Mexico."  He was born in Los Angeles to a Mexican American family, 

but his family can trace its lineage back to the first settlers of New Mexico and to the 

founders of Albuquerque.  Candelaria has always considered New Mexico his home and 

has set many of his stories there.  After graduating from UCLA with a degree in 

chemistry, he took courses on writing short stories, plays, and television scripts. He is the 

author of a quartet of 4 novels about the fictional Rafa Family. Memories of the 

Alhambra (1977), the first of the Rafa novels, is considered one of the seminal novels of 

Chicano literature. It tells the story of a middle-class family who moves from 

Albuquerque to Los Angeles in search of the American Dream. It follows two 

generations of the Rafa family, focusing on José, whose family has been in New Mexico 

since Albuquerque was founded in 1706, and his son, Joe. José's interest in finding his 

roots takes him to both Mexico and Spain. As one critic describes the novel, it 

exemplifies the familiar themes that have preoccupied Chicano writers: the dilemma of 

who they are and where they are going.  Candelaria's other novels include Not By the 

Sword (1982), which won the American Book Award, Inheritance of Strangers, Leonor 

Park, and A Daughter's a Daughter. He also published 2 collections of short stories: The 

Day the Cisco Kid Shot John Wayne (1988) and Uncivil Rights and Other Stories (1998), 

as well as a memoir, Second Communion (2010).  He also wrote "John Wayne, Person 

and Persona: The love affairs of an American legend" , published in Hopscotch: A 

Cultural Review 2.4 (2001) pages 2–13. 

Judith Ortiz Cofer (1952-2016) was born in Hormigueros, a small town in Puerto Rico. 

When she was a young child her father’s military career took the family to Paterson, New 

Jersey, and much of her childhood was spent traveling back and forth between Puerto 

Rico and the U.S. mainland. When she was 15 years old, her family moved to Georgia.  

Although Ortiz Cofer is best known for her works of creative nonfiction, she began her 

writing career with poetry, which she felt “contains the essence of language.”  Her 

collections of poetry include Peregrina (1986), Terms of Survival (1987), Reaching for 

the Mainland (1995), and A Love Story Beginning in Spanish (2005). Ortiz Cofer’s work 

explores the rifts and gaps that arise between her split cultural heritages. Her early 

immersion in both Puerto Rican and American culture shaped her multi-genre approach, 

which includes works of fiction, prose, poetry, and sometimes a combination of the three. 
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Her work The Latin Deli, which was nominated for a Pulitzer-Prize, explores various 

genres, combining poetry, short fiction, and personal narrative. Silent Dancing: A Partial 

Remembrance of a Puerto Rican Childhood is a collection of essays and poems that detail 

Ortiz Cofer's childhood. She goes from her village in Puerto Rico to her life in Paterson, 

New Jersey. She was also an author of children’s books.  She taught creative writing, 

received many literary awards, and in 2010, was inducted into the Georgia Writers Hall 

of Fame.  
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