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Spanish Words in "Mexican American Disambiguation," poem by Jose Olivarez 

pobrecito: Poor things 

  

     mestizo:    Person of mixed ancestry or parentage 

  

     gringo:      Yankee, person from the U.S.A. (See below.) 

 

     que significa esa palabra: What does that word mean? [here: "brochure"] 

  

     sin papeles: Without papers, undocumented  

 

     mijo:          (my) Son 

(Thanks to Merle Ann Siegelman for providing these translations.) 

 

References to Popular Culture and History in the short story, "The Day the Cisco 

Kid Shot John Wayne," by Nash Candelaria 

Gringo (noun, plural: gringos) 

derogatory•humorous term 

In Spanish-speaking countries and contexts, chiefly in the Americas, a person, especially 

an American, who is not Hispanic or Latino. 

The Cisco Kid 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

(pp. 52-54 in Nash Candelaria's story) 

The Cisco Kid is a fictional character found in numerous film, radio, television and 

comic book series based on the fictional Western character created by O. Henry in his 

1907 short story "The Caballero's Way", published in the collection Heart of the West, as 

well as in Everybody's Magazine, v17, July 1907. Originally a murderous criminal in O. 

Henry's story, the Kid was depicted as a heroic Mexican caballero later in films, radio 

and television adaptations. (A caballero refers to a Spanish or Mexican gentleman, and a 

horseman in the American Southwest.) 
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"The Caballero's Way" (short story):  In O. Henry's original story, the character is a 

25-year-old desperado in the Texas–Mexico border country who bears little resemblance 

to later interpretations of the character. He kills for sport and is responsible for at least 

eighteen deaths....  

 

Films with the Cisco Kid 

Numerous films have featured the Cisco Kid character, beginning in the silent film era 

with The Caballero's Way (1914).... 

For his portrayal of the Kid in the early sound film In Old Arizona (1928), Warner 

Baxter won the second Best Actor Oscar. This film was a revised version of the original 

story, in which the Kid is portrayed in a positive light. 

The film series began with The Return of the Cisco Kid (1939), featuring Baxter in the 

title role with Cesar Romero as his sidekick, Lopez, and Chris-Pin Martin as the 

other sidekick, Gordito ("Fatty").... 

Romero took over the lead role of Cisco and Martin continued to play Gordito in six 

further films before the series was suspended with America's entry into World War II in 

1941. Duncan Renaldo took over the reins as the Kid when Monogram Pictures revived 

the series in 1945 with The Cisco Kid Returns, which also introduced the Kid's best-

known sidekick, Pancho, played by Martin Garralaga. Pancho also became established as 

his sidekick in other media. Neither Gordito nor Pancho is in the original story. After 

three Renaldo/Cisco films, Gilbert Roland played the character in a half-dozen 1946–

1947 films beginning with The Gay Cavalier (1946). Renaldo then returned to the role 

with Leo Carrillo as Pancho. They made five films, with Renaldo assuming the flowery 

"Charro" suit in the final film. He would wear that throughout the TV series that 

followed.  

Zorro (Spanish for "Fox") is a fictional New Spanish/Mexican character created in 1919 

by American pulp writer Johnston McCulley, and appearing in works set in the Pueblo of 

Los Angeles in Alta California.  He is typically portrayed as a dashing masked vigilante 

who defends the commoners and indigenous peoples of California against corrupt and 

tyrannical officials and other villains. His signature all-black costume includes a cape, a 

hat known as a sombrero cordobés, and a mask covering the upper half of his face. Zorro 

made his debut in the 1919 novel The Curse of Capistrano.   The success of the 1920 film 

adaptation, The Mark of Zorro starring Douglas Fairbanks, convinced McCulley to write 

more Zorro stories for about four decades: the character was featured in a total of five 

serialized stories and 57 short stories. The Curse of Capistrano eventually sold more than 

50 million copies, becoming one of the best-selling books of all time. The character also 

appears in over 40 films and in ten TV series, the most famous being the Disney-

produced Zorro series of 1957–1959, starring Guy Williams. Being one of the earliest 

examples of a fictional masked avenger with a double identity, Zorro inspired the 
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creation of several similar characters in pulp magazines and other media, and is a 

precursor of the superheroes of American comic books, with Batman drawing particularly 

close parallels to the character.  

Orvon Grover "Gene" Autry (1907 –1998), nicknamed The Singing Cowboy, was an 

American singer, songwriter, actor, musician, and rodeo performer who gained fame 

largely by singing in a crooning style on radio, in films, and on television for more than 

three decades beginning in the early 1930s. 

Cesar Romero (1907-1994), son of Cuban parents, was an American actor, singer, 

dancer, and vocal artist active in film, radio and television.  Romero starred as the Cisco 

Kid in six westerns made between 1939 and 1941. 

Chris-Pin Martin (1893-1953) was an American character actor whose specialty lay in 

portraying comical Mexicans, particularly sidekicks in The Cisco Kid film series. He 

acted in over 100 films between 1925 and 1953, including over 50 westerns.  Born in 

Tucson, Arizona, he was said to be part Mexican, part Yaqui Indian. 

Duncan Renaldo (1904-1980) was a Romanian-born American actor best remembered 

for his portrayal of The Cisco Kid in films and on the 1950-1956 American TV series, 

The Cisco Kid. 

Gilbert Roland (his film name) (1905-1994) was a Mexican-born American film and 

television actor. Roland was born in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico, and originally 

intended to become a bullfighter like his father and his paternal grandfather.  When 

Pancho Villa took control of their town, Roland and his family fled to the United States. 

He lived in Texas until at age 14 he hopped on a freight train and went to Hollywood. 

After arriving there, he found menial jobs and slept in a Catholic church. He often lost 

those jobs because he spent time working as an extra in films. He chose his screen name 

by combining the names of his favorite actors, John Gilbert and Ruth Roland. He was 

often cast in the stereotypical Latin lover role. He also appeared in a series of films in the 

mid-1940s as the popular character "The Cisco Kid". 

Flash Gordo (confused with Flash Gordon?  the protagonist of a space opera adventure 

comic strip created by and originally drawn by Alex Raymond. First published in 1934, 

the strip was inspired by, and created to compete with, the already established Buck 

Rogers adventure strip). 

Hop-Along Cassidy was a fictional character in American westerns, created by writer 

Clarence E. Mulford.  His name refers to a leg injury he sustained in a  gunfight.  66 

Hopalong Cassidy films were produced between 1935 and 1948, all starring William 

Boyd in the title role. (This character was also mentioned in Amy Tan's story, "Rules of 

the Game.") 

John Wayne, (1907-1979) professional name for Marion Robert Morrison, nicknamed 

The Duke, was an American actor and filmmaker who became a popular icon through his 
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starring roles in Western films. He appeared in a total of 179 film and television 

productions. According to one biographer, "John Wayne personified for millions the 

nation's frontier heritage."  

The Alamo - The Battle of the Alamo (February 23 – March 6, 1836) was a pivotal 

event in the Texas Revolution. Following a 13-day siege, Mexican troops under President 

General Antonio López de Santa Anna reclaimed the Alamo Mission near San Antonio 

de Béxar (modern-day San Antonio, Texas, United States), killing the Texian and 

immigrant occupiers. Santa Anna's cruelty during the battle inspired many Texians, both 

legal Texas settlers and illegal immigrants from the United States, to join the Texian 

Army. Buoyed by a desire for revenge, the Texians defeated the Mexican Army at the 

Battle of San Jacinto, on April 21, 1836, ending the rebellion. 

The Searchers (p.63 in story) is a 1956 American Technicolor VistaVision Western film 

directed by John Ford, based on the 1954 novel by Alan Le May, set during the Texas–

Indian wars, and starring John Wayne as a middle-aged Civil War veteran who spends 

years looking for his abducted niece (Natalie Wood), accompanied by his adoptive 

nephew (Jeffrey Hunter). The film was a commercial success. Since its release, it has 

come to be considered a masterpiece and one of the greatest and most influential films 

ever made. It was named the greatest American Western by the American Film Institute 

in 2008.  

Okie (p.56, 59  in story)- a native or inhabitant of Oklahoma - sometimes used as a 

derogatory term. 

Chicano or Chicana is a chosen identity for Mexican Americans in the United States. 

The identity has also evolved into Xicano or Xicana and, more recently, Chicano/a is 

sometimes used interchangeably with Mexican American, although the terms have 

different meanings. 

Latinx is a gender-neutral neologism, sometimes used to refer to people of Latin 

American cultural or ethnic identity in the United States. The -x suffix replaces the -o/-a 

ending of Latino and Latina that are typical of grammatical gender in Spanish. 
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