
“Broadway Begins-The Lights, The Legends” 

Two four-week classes presented by ELLEN KATZ 

Get your ticket to the world of Broadway musicals.  From 1890-1920, immigrants flocked to the United States.  

Many of them had extraordinary talent and found their way into the theatres of lower Manhattan and then to 

the new theatre district called “Times Square”. 

In the first four weeks, we will briefly review the early entertainment venues as minstrels, operetta and 

vaudeville which preceded the musical.  Then we shall launch into the lives and careers of the greatest names 

in show business who created “Broadway”.  We will explore the life and career of Florenz Ziegfeld who 

glorified the American woman in his spectacular Ziegfeld Follies.  We will see the Follies come to life via film 

clips of the gorgeous partially clad dancers along with hilarious performances of Fanny Brice, Will Rogers, and 

Eddie Cantor.  This four- week course will be an opportunity for an enriching and enlightening experience of 

how America’s dynamic entertainment industry began. 

In the second four weeks, we will learn about the first composers and lyricists of Broadway including Irving 

Berlin, George M. Cohan, and Jerome Kern.  We will meet the dynamic entrepreneurs of “Tin Pan Alley” where 

song writing, and publishing began.  We will enjoy memorable film productions along with the unforgettable 

songs via nostalgic and historic video clips.  This four-week course will be an opportunity for an enriching and 

enlightening experience of how America’s entertainment industry began. 

Week One: Introduction to the course 

 Documentary - “Broadway, the American Musical 1893-1927” 

Week Two: The Life and Career of Florenz Ziegfeld 

 1. “Glorifying the American Girl” 

2. His life, his career, his importance, and impact---what he did to promote the musicals, women, 

fashion, and talent-Instructor 

 3. Film Clips- “The Great Ziegfeld” with William Powell, Luise Rainier and Myrna Loy. 

4. Documentary— “The Making of the Great Ziegfeld” with Ziegfeld’s daughter and Luise Rainier 

Weeks Three and Four: The Featured Stars of the Ziegfeld Follies—their lives and careers 

1. Fanny Brice and Barbara Streisand portraying Brice in the film “Funny Girl” 

2. Will Rogers and scenes and songs from the Broadway musical “The Will Roger’s Follies” 

3. Eddie Cantor-clips from movies and television  

4. Bert Williams—his importance in breaking racial barriers on Broadway 

 

 



SECOND FOUR WEEKS: 

Weeks One through Four:  

The Life and Music of George M. Cohan 

1. The first “song and dance man”, Cohan used his energy and patriotism to create songs and musicals 

that captured the American Spirit. 

2. His early life, career, importance and impact--Instructor 

3. Video clips from You Tube and from the biopic of his life, “Yankee Doodle Dandy” with Jimmy 

Cagney. 

4. Audio- “George M.”  Broadway musical starring Joel Grey 

 

The Life and Music of Irving Berlin 

1. Berlin’s musical achievements and his fathomless well of unforgettable melodies make him the 

dean of American Popular Music. 

2. His life and contributions, his importance and impact--Instructor 

3. Includes audio and video clips of shows and songs— “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”, “This is the 

Army”, “Holiday Inn” and “Annie Get Your Gun”. Lots of songs and singing by the teacher and the 

class if they wish. 

 

The Life and Music of Jerome Kern 

1. Explore the enchantment of Kern’s lyric and melodic lines and the infectious lightness of their 

simplicity and natural flow. 

2. His early life and career, importance and impact--Instructor 

3. Includes biopic “Till the Clouds Roll By” with June Allyson, Van Heflin, Lena Horne and many others. 

4. The importance of “Showboat” with film clips. 

5. Audio and Video clips from “Roberta” and “The Girl from Utah” 


