Chinese Hot Pot
By Wing Tek Lum

My dream of America

is like da binh 1ouh

with people of all persuasions and tastes
sitting down around a common pot
chopsticks and basket scoops here and there
some cooking squid and others beef

some tofu and watercress

all in one broth

like a stew that really isn’t

as each one chooses what she wishes to eat
only that the pot and fire are shared

along with the good company

and the sweet soup

spooned out at the end of the meal.
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