
Historical References and Figures in "The Boy Without a Flag" by 

Abraham Rodriguez, Jr.   

This story was originally published in "The Boy Without a Flag: Tales of the South 

Bronx," by Abraham Rodriguez, Jr., Milkweed Editions, c. 1992, and reprinted with 

permission in "Identity Lessons: Contemporary Writing About Learning to Be 

American," Editors Maria Mazziotti Gillan and Jennifer Gillan, Penguin Books, 1999. 

(Optional Background Reading - Page numbers refer to the story. Source: Wikipedia) 

(p.229) The Young Lords (formerly the Young Lords Organization (YLO) or Young 

Lords Party) was a Chicago-based group founded in 1968 that became a civil and 

human rights organization. The group aims to fight for neighborhood empowerment and 

self-determination for Puerto Rico, Latinos, and colonized ("Third World") people.  It 

opposes U.S. military presence in Puerto Rico and suggests that America's success is 

rooted in white supremacy. Tactics used by the Young Lords include mass education, 

canvassing, community programs, occupations, and direct confrontation. The Young 

Lords became targets of the United States FBI's COINTELPRO program.  

(p.228)  "The Man Without a Country" is a short story by American writer Edward 

Everett Hale, first published in The Atlantic in December 1863. It is the story of 

American Army lieutenant Philip Nolan, a fictional character who becomes friendly with 

the historical Aaron Burr.  When Burr is tried for treason (which historically occurred in 

1807), Nolan is tried as an accomplice. Nolan renounces his country during the trial and 

is consequently sentenced to spend the rest of his days in exile at sea without so much as 

a word of news about the United States.  Nolan is unrepentant at first, but over the years, 

he becomes sadder and wiser and desperate for news.  Deprived of a homeland, Nolan 

slowly and painfully learns the true worth of his country. Without it, he is nothing.  In his 

room aboard the USS Levant, he makes "a little shrine" of patriotism., with the Stars and 

Stripes, a picture of George Washington, and  his own painting of a bald eagle.  

Hale published "The Man Without a Country" to bolster support for the Union in the 

North.   As Nolan is dying, he is allowed to hear about events he has missed during his 

long exile. A summary of American history from 1807 to 1860 is an outline of the 

Northern case for preservation of the Union. The young country is shown standing up 

fearlessly to the global superpower, Great Britain; expanding to North America's Pacific 

coast; developing new contributions to human knowledge such as the Smithsonian 

Institution; and developing new technology such as steamboats. Hale skillfully convinced 

many readers that Nolan was an actual figure, thus increasing the story's effectiveness as 

a piece of patriotic literature. By frequently mentioning specific dates and places and by 

using numerous contemporary references, Hale grounded his story in a firm foundation of 

history and made the story seem like a record of actual events.  

(p.222) Pedro Albizu Campos (September 12, 1891 – April 21, 1965) was a Puerto 

Rican attorney and politician, and the leading figure in the Puerto Rican independence 

movement. He graduated from Harvard Law School with the highest grade point average 
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in his law class, an achievement that earned him the right to give the valedictorian speech 

at his graduation ceremony. However, animus towards his mixed racial heritage led to his 

professors delaying two of his final exams in order to keep Albizu Campos from 

graduating on time.  

Albizu Campos was the president and spokesperson of the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party 

from 1930 until his death in 1965. Because of his oratorical skill, he was hailed as El 

Maestro (The Teacher). He was imprisoned twenty-six years for attempting to overthrow 

the United States government in Puerto Rico.  

In 1950, he planned and called for armed uprisings in several cities in Puerto Rico. 

Afterward he was convicted and in 1954 imprisoned again. During his imprisonment, 

Albizu suffered deteriorating health. He alleged that he was the subject of human 

radiation experiments in prison. Officials suggested that Pedro Albizu Campos was 

suffering from mental illness, but other prisoners at La Princesa prison claimed that they 

felt the effects of radiation on their own bodies as well. Dr. Orlando Daumy, a radiologist 

and president of the Cuban Cancer Association, traveled to Puerto Rico to examine him. 

Dr. Daumy concluded that Campos's symptoms corresponded to those of a person who 

had received intense radiation, including sores produced by radiation burns.   

He suffered a stroke and died in 1965 shortly after being pardoned and released from 

federal prison. 

(p. 220) Juan Emilio Bosch Gaviño (30 June 1909 – 1 November 2001) was a 

Dominican politician, historian, writer, essayist, educator, and the first democratically-

elected president of the Dominican Republic for a brief time in 1963. Previously, he had 

been the leader of the Dominican opposition in exile to the dictatorial regime of Rafael 

Trujillo for over 25 years. During Trujillo's dictatorship, Bosch was jailed for his political 

ideas, being released after several months. In 1938, Bosch managed to leave the country, 

and lived and worked at various times in Puerto Rico, Cuba, Venezuela, and Costa Rica, 

and Puerto Rico. In 1939, with other Dominican expatriates, he founded the Partido 

Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD), which stood out as the most active front against 

Trujillo outside the Dominican Republic.  He founded the Dominican Liberation Party 

(PLD) in 1973. To this day he is remembered as an honest politician and regarded as one 

of the most prominent writers in Dominican literature.   

Molasses tycoon Jacob Merrill Kaplan earned his fortune primarily through operations in 

Cuba and the Dominican Republic. The J.M. Kaplan Fund was found in a 1964 

Congressional investigation to be a conduit for funneling CIA money to Latin America, 

including through the Institute of International Labor Research (IILR) headed by Norman 

Thomas, six-time Presidential candidate for the Socialist Party of America. These funds 

were used in Latin America by figures like José Figueres Ferrer, Sacha Volman, and Juan 

Bosch.  

In 1959 the Cuban Revolution, led by Fidel Castro, caused a major political, economic 

and social upheaval in the Caribbean island. The CIA used the contacts with Bosch, 
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Volman, and Figueres to rally the hemisphere against Cuba's Fidel Castro and the 

Dominican Republic's ruler Rafael Trujillo. 

In May 1961, Trujillo was murdered. An internal CIA memorandum states that a 1973 

investigation into the murder disclosed "quite extensive Agency involvement with the 

plotters." The CIA described its role in "changing" the government of the Dominican 

Republic "as a 'success' in that it assisted in moving the Dominican Republic from a 

totalitarian dictatorship to a Western-style democracy."  

After 23 years in exile, Juan Bosch returned to his homeland months after Trujillo was 

assassinated.  In the elections of December 20, 1962, Bosch won a sweeping victory in 

what is acknowledged to be the first free election in the country's history.  

Bosch was sworn in as president in 1963 and immediately launched a deep restructuring 

of the country and promulgated a new liberal constitution. However, he faced powerful 

enemies.  On 25 September 1963, after only seven months in office, Bosch was 

overthrown in a coup and replaced by a three-man military junta. Bosch went back to 

exile in Puerto Rico, and died in 2001.  
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